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thusiasm which Scottish scenes inspire in the Scotch — a sentiment more 
infectious, and generally expressed with more discrimination, than the 
corresponding feeling in the hearts of other races. Highways and Byways 
in the Border is a modest enough book, from either a literary or a historic 
point of view, but one wishes that upon every subject which is capable 
of being made interesting to the majority of men and women as sound and 
charming a book could be written. The illustrations, by Hugh Thompson, 
are appreciative sketches quite in harmony with the tone of the text. 



Thomas Hardy's Wessex. By Hermann Lea. London: Macmillan & 
Company, Limited, 1913. 

The interest of Mr. Lea's comprehensive and pleasant book about the 
real Wessex which the imagined Wessex of the Hardy novels so nearly 
approximates is not of the second-hand sort that is said to depend merely 
upon associations. The connection between the novels and their setting is 
closer than that word implies; the two are identified. In the novels scenery 
joins with character and event to east a spell upon us ; in Mr. Lea's book we 
feel that we are not merely learning the topography of a region upon which 
fictitious incident and character have conferred a certain interest, but that 
we are again, and with a different sense of reality, surrounding ourselves 
with an atmosphere that we like for its own sake. Mr. Lea's book is 
pleasant reading because it is written with that combination of pains- 
taking care, zest, and lightness of touch which hardly anything but a 
hobby of real worth can give rise to. Narrative, comment, and description 
are skilfully interwoven; the conventional guide-book style is avoided, 
nor is there in the continual allusions to the novels the least suggestion of 
the eut-and-dried recapitulations of the professional reviewer of books. 
Still the persons and incidents of the novels are always kept before us and 
thought of as inhabiting the very spots described. The book, therefore, 
precise and methodical as it is, does not destroy glamour, but deepens it. 
Indeed, in thus visiting the real homes and haunts of imaginary persons 
we are spared the disillusion, the sense of incongruity, that sometimes re- 
sults from pilgrimages to the former homes of real, historic personages. 
Here, little has been changed or cheapened. Mr. Lea has gone about his 
task in quite the proper spirit. He has visited and revisited every spot 
which he describes ; he has read everything of interest there is to read about 
his subject, except guide-books, which he has conscientiously avoided. He 
has allowed his thoughts to mature, and he has compressed rather than ex- 
panded what he had to say. His book is not merely a geographical com- 
mentary upon the novels, but draws its inspiration both from them and 
from the country itself, thus adding something to the topographical inter- 
est which the novels create. When one is not only interested in the " reddle 
man " of the Return of the Native as a striking and picturesque person, 
but is also interested in reddle and capable of feeling all that the use of this 
primitive coloring matter implies, then Wessex has entered into one's soul. 
Mr. Lea has produced a book adapted for easy reference, describing much 
that will ultimately disappear, and giving pleasure to the casual reader. 
Moreover, such facts as he has collected add a sense of permanence and 
definiteness to our appreciation of Hardy's novels. Many illustrations, 
made from photographs by the author, accompany the text. 



